
MISSOURI-MADISON RIVER FUND 
RECREATION PROJECT  

APPLICATION FORM 2010 
 
Project Name: West Bank Park non-motorized boat launch and parking facility  
Reservoir or River Segment: Great Falls     
County(ies): Cascade
Site Name and/or Legal Location: West Bank Park 
Applicant Name: Marty Basta  
Department: City of Great Falls Parks and Recreation  
Position (if applicable): Director 
Address: P.O. Box 5021
Telephone # (406) 771-1265
E-mail Address: mbasta@greatfallsmt.net
 
Project Sponsors: 
A submitted application will need a Project Sponsor.  Project sponsors serve on Missouri-Madison 
Regional Working Groups, and include representatives of the U.S. Forest Service; Bureau of Land 
Management; Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks; local government; Madison, Gallatin, Broadwater, 
Chouteau, Lewis and Clark, or Cascade Counties; PPL Montana and the Bureau of Reclamation.  
See Chapter 1 of the Comprehensive Recreation Plan for a list of 2010 members of the Regional 
Working Groups (www.apleco.com/mmcrp.asp).   
  
Project Sponsor Name: N/A 
Position (if applicable) :N/A 
Address: N/A 
Telephone #:N/A 
E-mail Address: N/A 
           Financial Support          
Total Project Cost:     $ 86,077.50 
Applicant Contributions:         $   5,000.00   
Other Contributions (Please list by source): 
________________________________   $ _________________   
________________________________   $ _________________   
________________________________   $ _________________   
________________________________   $ _________________   
________________________________   $ _________________   
 
PPL Montana Match Request:    $ 40,538.75
River Fund Request:           $ 40,538.75
 
Proposed Project Period:     Spring 2011 
 
Please note: Document all in-kind support and contributed services from project partners under 
Scoring Criterion #1 on page 3.  
 
Has this project been previously submitted for funding consideration by the River Fund Board, 
either as a separate project or part of another project?  ____Yes   __X__No.  If “Yes,” please 
identify which years the application was submitted and, if the project was previously funded, list 
the amount funded by year. 
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West Bank Park Non-Motorized Boat Launch 

 
Project Description: 
 
On March 20, 2007 the Great Falls City Commission passed an Ordinance established the Great 
Falls West Bank Urban renewal Plan including a Tax Increment Financing provision. West Bank is 
included in the renewal plan and Tax Increment District. The West Bank Urban Renewal Plan 
states “”The Missouri River and the associated West Bank Park are the defining features of the 
West Bank Urban Renewal District. Not only do these resources make the area more attractive for 
investment and overall community renewal, but they are intrinsic to the quality of life in the City of 
Great Falls and the surrounding region. They offer scenic and recreational opportunities for both 
residents and visitors to Great falls.” On May 4, 2010 the City of Great falls Parks and Recreation 
Department retained CTA Architects and Engineers to develop a Master Plan for the development 
of West Bank Park. Several meetings were conducted including a “Town Meeting” two Design 
Charette’s and a Draft Master Plan Work Session. Additionally a survey was conducted both on 
line and at several locations around the community to allow input on features residents would like 
to see incorporated into the design of West Bank Park. Based on public input a non-motorized boat 
launch has been incorporated into the Master Plan for the park. 
 
The proposed project would be a carry-in style boat launch for use by small non-motorized water 
craft such as canoes, kayaks, rafts and small boats.  
 
Scoring Criteria: 
 
1. Project involves collaboration with other agencies or organizations 
 
The City of Great Falls is the sponsor, developer and manager of the project. The project and 
location has been reviewed by Fish Wildlife and Parks staff and received preliminary approval. The 
project has also been indorsed by the Master Plan Steering Committee, Park and Recreation 
Advisory Board, and the Park and Recreation Foundation. The Park and Recreation Department 
will provide for the maintenance of the facility. 
 
2. Project responds to a clearly identified need 
 
Currently there is no formalized boat launch on the west bank of the Missouri River within the City 
limits of Great Falls. It is evident by the response by the public during the West Bank Park Master 
Plan meetings and the survey for the same that the residents of Great Falls and the surrounding area 
desire a non-motorized boat launch in West Bank Park. The City of Great Falls Parks and 
Recreation does not have a Capital Budget to fund this project. 
 
3. Project provides a benefit to public recreation in the project area and addresses specific issues 
and goals of the Missouri-Madison Comprehensive Recreation Plan (CRP) 
 
This project would greatly benefit the residents of Great Falls and the surrounding area as well as 
visitors to the community. Establishing a site at this location will provide a river recreation 
experience for residents of Great Falls and the surrounding area. The boat launch will provide safe 
access to the Missouri River for recreationalists. By providing a non-motorized boat launch in West 
Bank Park the following Missouri-Madison Comprehensive Recreation Plan (CRP) goals would be 
addressed. 
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• To provide safe and well managed recreation sites and dispersed use areas that 
provide enjoyable user experiences across a spectrum of opportunities and 
seasons. 

• To maintain or proactively increase public safety for recreation in the Project 
Area. 

• To promote responsible user behavior that protects natural, cultural and social 
resources in the Project area. 

 
 
4. Project is for operation and maintenance of an existing recreation site. 
 
N/A 
 
5. Project supports or protects other resources and is consistent with or supports resource plans in 
the Project Area. 
 
This project will provide non-motorized boat access to the west bank of the Missouri River while 
protecting the natural environment in the project area. Minimal excavation will be required to 
install the boat ramp. Region 4 Fish Wildlife and Parks staff reviewed the proposed site and 
concurred with the appropriateness of the site. 
 
The project is with and supports management and resource plans for the area including the West 
Bank Park Master Plan, the West Bank Urban Renewal Plan, the Missouri River Corridor Master 
Plan and the City of Great Falls Growth Policy. The plans support efforts to provide, improve or 
develop public access to recreational opportunities along the Missouri River corridor. Additionally 
the plans support maintaining safety conditions and recreation sites while preserving cultural and 
Natural resources along the Missouri River.  
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Concrete Ramp Slabs  20 EA @ $1,200.00 = $24,000.00
Base Course 30 CY @ $30.00 = $900.00
Steel Pins/Chain 100 EA @ $20.00 = $2,000.00
Heavy Fabric 110 SY @ $20.00 = $2,200.00
Geogrid 110 SY @ $35.00 = $3,850.00
Earthwork 300 CY @ $25.00 = $7,500.00
Rip Rap 450 SY @ $40.00 = $18,000.00
Seeding 1 LS @ $400.00 = $400.00
Floating Dock 1 LS @ $5,000.00 = $5,000.00
Gravel Walk 1 LS @ $2,000.00 = $2,000.00
Engineering 1 LS @ $9,000.00 $9,000.00

$74,850.00

Contingency @ 15% = $11,227.50
$86,077.50Total

Subtotal

West Bank Park Boat Ramp Costs




